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of an OaTH. In the Apoſilzs time a Man's Wok p was thought as good as his 
Oarn; For the firſt Chriſtians confidered every thing as done and ſaid in God's 
Preſence, and that if they told a Lye they ſhould be Immediately Puniſhed. This 
was the Cale of Ananias and Sapphira; They told St: PETER a Lye with an Intent 
to trick him in a Money Matter; And he told them, they lied not to Man but to Gon. 
Ananias immediately dropt down dead. The ArosTLE then told Sapphira that her 
Husband's Bearers were ready tocarry her out after him. And he told her the T'cuth. 
For Apoſtles in thoſe times always told the Plain Truth, ana never diſguited it with 
ſtrain'd Interpretations and falte Gloſses. | 
There is an Account in the Turki/p Hiſtory of a Peace made between Vladiſſaus 
King of Ilungary and Amurarh King of the Turks. By that time of day it ſeems 
Folks had Jearn'd to forſwear themſelves. I he King of Hungary had ſworn to a Peace 
with the Turks and broke it ſoon after. A Battle Enſued; And when the Turks were 
like to be beaten, Amurarh pulls the Treaty of Peace out of his Boſom, opens it, and 
with his Eyes lifted up to Heav'n, falls on his Knees, and makes the following Prayer. 


Eh»ld Thou Crucify'd IEs us, the League thy Chriſtians made with me in thy 
Naiue, which they have without Cauſe broken, Now if thou art a God as they ſay 
thou art prove it, in thy Revenge upon thy Perjur'd People, who in their Deeds deny 
T hee their God. 


I N ancient Times all Men were ſo Honeſt and Sincere that there was no Occaſion 


ChRISH did immediately prove himſelf a God by the death of the Hungarian K ing, 
and the Defeat of his Army; and would certainly do the tame again upon the like 
Occaſion as the late old Lewis of France found to his Coſt in the Ruin of his Armies, 
when he broke Solemn Treat ies. 85 
1 am ſorry to Say, that tho' we have felt God's Wrath in this long unſeaſonable 
Weather and extreme Scarcity, yet we are rather worſe than better for theſe Judgments. 

If they ſhould continue, let me aſk all harden'd Sinners in the Words of the Prophet, 
What will ye doin the End thereof? But whatever ſome Profane Perſons may think, 
Sure I am, Dearth will never be prevented by Perjury. 

Tis ſaid, with what Truth I know not, that People have taken Money for their 
VoTEes. *T'is alſo ſaid, that a r Man, who had taken the Money, Conſidered 
ſeriouſly he had Cut out a Piece of Work which he wasatraid to finiſh, ſo Cut his own 
Throat. He had been told at firſt the Oa Ta would never be offer'd him; When he 
found he had deen told a Lye, having ſpent the Money, he juſtly feared he muſt 
either rot in a Jayl here or be damned hereafter, which drove him to deſpair. Some 
of his pretended Friends it ſeems who ought to have known better, told him he had 
Miſtaken the Senſe of the OaTn; To which he is ſaid to have reply'd, they were 
Miftaken themſelves, and had ruin'd him, ſoon after which he made this fhocking 
eg upon his Life. Tis Wiſhed he may recover, and be truly ſenſible ot his 

rimes. 

Thete are the firſt Fruits of Perjury, which if it ſhould continue, might bear 
ſtill Worte, For we may reaſonably expect from God's Juſtice, that if Men ſhould be 
10 wicked as to Fly in his face by taking falſe Oa Tas over Night, their Wives might 
find them dead in their Beds by them the next Mocning. Let us therefore pray in the 
Words of the Libany. 8 | 
Fim Plague Peſtilence and Famine, from Battle Murder and Sudden Death, from 

all Blindneſs and Hardne/s of Heart and Contempt of God's Word, from the Crafts and 
Aſauits of rhe Devil (that Friend to Perjury and Foe to Mankind,) from God's Wrath, 
ii che Hour of Death, and from Everlaſiing Damnation at the Day of Judgment, 


Good Lord Deliver us. 


